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         November 3, 2010 
 
Oregon State Land Board 
Governor Ted Kulongoski 
Secretary of State Kate Brown 
State Treasurer Ted Wheeler 
775 Summer St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301-1279 
 
              Re:  Sale of Common School Fund lands located in Lane County 
                                                                                                                
Dear State Land Board members, 
 
 It has come to our attention that certain Common School Fund lands in Lane 
County, Oregon are being sold or exchanged to private parties.  We are disappointed that 
neither you, the Department of State Lands nor the Department of Forestry thought to 
solicit specific approval from the Lane County Board of County Commissioners for the 
sale or exchange of the public land base in Lane County.  We are also disappointed that 
you did not give Lane County the option to consider purchase of these lands before any 
sale to private parties.  It is mandatory that state agencies cooperate with other agencies, 
but the best interests of Lane County and the people of Oregon may have been ignored, in 
violation of your own rules and statutory obligations. 
 
 Some of the more relevant statutory and administrative rule provisions that seem 
to be applicable to the sales include the following: 
 

“ORS 273.413  Disposal of unsuitable state lands; sale; use of proceeds; 
procedures.  
 * * * * 
“(6) Before purchasing or selling land, the Department of State Lands shall 
obtain approval of the governing body of the county or counties in which such 
land is located.” 

 
“OAR 141-067-0180  Public Interest Review Process, Public Meetings and 
Hearings 
 * * * * 
“(3) Notify, in writing, all adjacent landowners, and all affected school 
districts, city and county governments, including the county board of 
commissioners of a potential land sale or land exchange. The notice will offer 
all entities and persons an opportunity to comment on the proposal.” 

 
 Our records seem to indicate that approval was neither requested of nor granted 
by the Lane County Board of County Commissioners, apparently in violation of the 
applicable state law.  Furthermore, it would appear notices of the proposed sales were 
inadequate to apprise the Board of County Commissioners of the necessity for approval 
prior to any sale.  Consequently, we think the sales and exchange should be considered 
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invalid until approved by Lane County Board of Commissioners.  For that reason, we 
suggest you take steps to halt any further efforts to complete sales of those lands and 
unwind the recently completed sales or exchanges of land in Lane County. 
 
 We would also like to ask if those sales included a provision that would prohibit 
the export of logs regardless of ownership.  It seems counterproductive to release 
significant forest lands from the export ban by sale to a private logging interest without 
accounting for the additional value realized if exporting those logs would no longer be 
prohibited. 
 
 There is too little Common School Fund forest land to finance schools now, not a 
surplus.  Common School Fund forest lands were designated from the first cooperative 
agreement with the federal government to be administered consistent with Article VIII, 
Section 5 of the Oregon Constitution and ORS chapter 273.  We understand the Parks 
Division of the Lane County Public Works Department was not told of the most recent 
sales and exchange. The Lane County Parks staff should have been informed directly so 
they could consider buying the public forest land to expand our county parks system. We 
think it only makes sense for you to actively seek consideration from public agencies and 
provide county parks a first option to buy the lands. 
 
 We think this is a particularly bad time for the sale of public lands.  Carbon 
sequestration of the old growth and second growth trees is very important to Lane 
County, for protecting our climate, absorbing air pollution, selling carbon credits to help 
maintain our expenses and lessen the effects of economic dips, and keeping people 
employed in recessions and public services operating.  The old growth forest remnants 
are also of great value to our schools and others for the study of science.  They are very 
rare and are needed for the survival of birds, fish and wildlife.  High water quality from 
mixed old growth forest lands is all that saves the impaired waters of our rivers for fish 
and for pure drinking water for our people. 
 
 For those reasons, we oppose all of the sales and exchanges of Common School 
Fund Lands in Lane County and request a hearing so the people can submit testimony, as 
well as be heard by you before further consideration is made by the Oregon State Land 
Board on these sales.  The sales were never presented to the Lane County Board of 
Commissioners for approval.  We disapprove of all of these land transactions. 
 
 Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
 Bill Fleenor, Chair 
 Lane County Board of Commissioners 
 


